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The Whiting Announces the Addition of the 

Magnus Midwest Dance Intensive 
 

 

 Flint, MI – The Whiting is proud to announce the addition of the Magnus Midwest 

Dance Intensive, formerly know as Joffrey Midwest Dance Intensive, as part of The Whiting 

Presents Series.  Featuring the choreography of renowned Artistic Director John Magnus, The 

Magnus Midwest Dance Intensive is the culmination of four weeks of intense work and 

dedication of 100 of the most talented young dancers from the U.S. and beyond.   

 

John Magnus was born in South Africa where he received his early dance training at the 

University of Cape Town Ballet School.  His talent and artistry drew the attention of the Cape 

Town City Ballet Company and he accepted a position with the company. 

 

In 1980, Mr. Magnus moved to the United States to serve as ballet master for Nevada 

Dance Theatre.  After just a few years, he felt compelled to move to New York City where he 

was hired as a teacher for the New Jersey Ballet School and Company.  In 1986, Robert Joffrey 

asked John to join the faculty of the Joffrey Ballet School.  It was his privilege to be the last 

teacher hired by Robert Joffrey before Mr. Joffrey’s death in 1988.  While on faculty at the 

Joffrey School, he also taught for the Joffrey Ballet Company and the Metropolitan Opera Ballet.  

 



The Joffrey Midwest Workshop was established in Flint, Michigan in 1996 and Mr. 

Magnus was named Artistic Director by Joffrey Ballet School director Edith D’Addario.  In 

2005, he was appointed Artistic Director of the Joffrey Ballet School and created a full length 

Nutcracker performed at the Skirball Theatre New York and reviewed by The New York Times 

as “glorious and sweetly inventive”.  The Joffrey Midwest Workshop was renamed Magnus 

Midwest Dance in July of 2009 to honor his vision and leadership.   

 

In 2009, Mr. Magnus ended his 23 year relationship with the Joffrey Ballet School to 

accept the position of Artistic Director for the Portland Festival Ballet in Portland, Oregon.  He is 

the Co-Artistic Director for the San Gorgonio Ballet in California and President of the American 

Readers Theatre, a not-for-profit organization promoting literacy through the performing arts. In 

past years he has served as the Artistic Director for the Great Lakes Summer Workshop and the 

Joffrey Midland Summer Workshop.  

 

His choreography includes West Virginia Opera (Faust and Der Fledermaus), Simple 

Symphony (Benjamin Britten) and Overture (Schubert) created for the collaboration between the 

Joffrey Ballet School and Arts Umbrella School in Vancouver and new works for the Joffrey 

Ballet School Dance Ensemble performed at the Boch Centre for the Performing Arts in 

Massachusetts. Mr. Magnus has collaborated with American Readers Theatre and created works 

for the Big Read based on Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath and the Edgar Allen Poe poem Annabel 

Lee and guest teaches throughout the states and for the Regional Dance America South West, 

Mid States and North East regions.   

 

The Whiting is a member organization of the Flint Cultural Center Corporation and is 

dedicated to bringing the performing arts to the community. The Whiting is a nonprofit 

organization and an Equal Opportunity Employer providing programs and services without 

regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex or handicap.  
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**Reviewer Tickets AVAILABLE.  High Resolution Images available upon request.   

To secure tickets or request images, please contact Wendi Fournier at  

(810) 237-8689 or wfournier@thewhiting.com** 


